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figure of Hindenburg could only be confronted by
the nebulous good-natured silhouette of the Centre-
Party Chancellor. Spiecker, who conducted the
propaganda for the united Popular Parties, did his
best to discover some attractive features in Marx's
pallid countenance, but the task was beyond even his
energy and ingenuity.

Hindenburg was elected by various elements : by
disappointed, discontented people; by those who were
rooted in the past; by many, too, who were indif-
ferent, by old people, and by those who were in love
with recollection. The impression made by his
election was devastating, as much in German demo-
cratic circles as abroad. But those who refused to
believe in the possibility of Hindenburg's election
proved just as mistaken as those who expected a
reincarnation of Yesterday. The power of fact was
stronger than the weight of recollection. The very
circumstance that the great Field-Marshal so completely
represented the old order prevented him, for that
reason, from carrying with him into the disrupted
present anything but his vast latent force, his simplicity
and steadiness of outlook, that was to stand as an
abiding rock in the swirl of hurrying events.

Hindenburg's election, which began as a defeat of
democracy, proved, in effect, a defeat for monarchical
intrigue and all the extremist agitation of the Right.
His mere presence induced the circles of the Eight to
regard the despised Jew-Republic with a new respect.
In the difficult months that lay ahead, his prestige pro-
tected the Government from the most savage attacks.
Much later, in the same measure as the regard for his
steadfast uprightness increased among the ranks of the